
Upcoming dates 
 
 

Tuesday 5 May 
2.00pm Handbells 

St. Mary’s, Black Torrington 
 

Wednesday 6 May 
10.00am Morning prayer 

St. Mary’s, Black Torrington 
2.00pm Funeral of Martin Redwood 

St. Leonard’s, Clawton 
 

Thursday 7 May 
2.00pm Crematorium then funeral 

service for Michael Brown 
St. Peter ad Vincula, Ashwater 

 
Sunday 10 May 

11.00am Halwill churches together  
St. Alban, Beaworthy 
11.00am Café church 

St. Mary’s, Black Torrington 
11.00am Holy communion 

St. Leonard, Clawton 
3.00pm Rogation  

St. Peter ad Vincula, Ashwater 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Commentary 
 
Today’s reading is full of pathos and sadness. The 
death (murder) of Stephen is something we still see 
vividly in our own time: The rush to anger, shouted 
words, violence, self-justification in the destruction of 
someone else. It feels that we haven’t moved in two 
thousand years. But there is a difference, Christ 
shows us a different way, a better way to live. 
Forgiveness, gentleness and kindness are not always 
easy concepts to live out, but they are the foundations 
of what it means to be Christian.   Paul. 
  

  

Please pray for:  
All who have died recently, including Carole 

Moon, Michael Brown, both from Ashwater, Joan 
Trengrove and Martin Redwood, their friends and 

relatives. 
  

Those who are ill, including Ian, Helen, Steve, 
Cathy, Peter, Brian, Ian, Sandra, Andrew, Judy  and 

Catherine. 
 

Our Benefice schools. 
 

All those who give generously to the Foodbank on a 
regular basis and those who receive food.  

 

All who are living under conditions of conflict, 
including those in Ukraine, Russia, Palestine, Israel, 
Sudan, Yemen, Iran, Congo and Syria and the whole 

of the Middle East. 
 
 

Mission prayer   
You go nowhere by accident. Wherever you go, God 
is sending you. Wherever you are, God has put you 
there. He has a purpose in your being there. Christ, 
who indwells you, has something He wants to do 
through you where you are. Believe this and go in His 
grace and love and power 

 

Revd. Dr Paul Fitzpatrick. Rector: 
 vicar-rubycountrybenefice@outlook.com 

 
Ruby Country Benefice 

Sunday 3 May  2026 
  

5th Sunday of Easter  
 

GRAPEVINE 
The parishes of Ashwater, Beaworthy, 
Black Torrington with Highampton, 

Clawton, Halwill and Tetcott 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Ruby people: Worshipping in God’s country 

 
 

Welcome to Worship 
 

Sunday 3 May 
9.30am Morning service 

St. Peter ad Vincula, Ashwater 
 

11.00am Holy communion 
St. Mary’s, Black Torrington 

 
11.00am Morning service   

St. Peter & St. James, Halwill 
 

5.30pm Service followed by tea 
Holy Cross, Tetcott 
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Old Testament 
 
 

Acts 7: 55-60 
 
But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to 
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I 
see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at 
the right hand of God.” 
At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top 
of their voices, they all rushed at him, dragged him 
out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, 
the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young 
man named Saul. 
While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he fell on his knees 
and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep. (NIV) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Gospel 
 

 

 1 Peter 2: 2-10 
 

Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so 
that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now 
that you have tasted that the Lord is good. As you 
come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans 
but chosen by God and precious to him— you also, 
like living stones, are being built into a spiritual 
house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For 
in Scripture it says: 
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, 
a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
and the one who trusts in him 
will never be put to shame.” 
Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But 
to those who do not believe, 
“The stone the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone,” 
and, “A stone that causes people to stumble 
and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the message—
which is also what they were destined for. But you 
are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God’s special possession, that you may 
declare the praises of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not 
a people, but now you are the people of God; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. (NIV) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gospel 

 
 

John 14: 1-14 
 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God  ; 
believe also in me. My Father’s house has many rooms; if 
that were not so, would I have told you that I am going 
there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me 
that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the 
place where I am going. Thomas said to him, “Lord, we 
don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the 
way?” Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.7If 
you really know me, you will know  my Father as well. 
From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 
Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be 
enough for us.” Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, 
Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? 
Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can 
you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you believe that I am 
in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say 
to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the 
Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me 
when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; 
or at least believe on the evidence of the works 
themselves. Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me 
will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even 
greater things than these, because I am going to the 
Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that 
the Father may be glorified in the Son. You may ask me for 
anything in my name, and I will do it. (NIV) 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 


