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LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL
What strange and difficult times we are all living through just now. When will it all end, we
may well ask? I am reminded of the song which includes the lyrics…………..‘There are more
questions than answers’ followed by ‘ The more I find out the less I know’ Which may sound
rather confusing!
Of course no one has the answers and the hope we need to cling to is that God has and we are
in his hands.
Just a few weeks ago we all celebrated the Light that came into to world, albeit in somewhat
more subdued circumstances than we usually do because of the pandemic.
Reflecting on the image or idea of the ‘Light at the end of a Tunnel’ reminds me of an
experience I had some years ago when walking through at tunnel some miles away from here
in the Midlands.
My Brother in Law had always wanted to walk through the Netherton tunnel, an extremely
long canal tunnel which runs from Dudley town and emerges at Dudley port which is on the
Wolverhampton to Birmingham canal. He’d lived there all his live and never got around to it

and had waited for a willing volunteer like me to accompany him.
A fair challenge it was too, for the tunnel is just over 3,000 yards long, a marvellous feat of
Victorian engineering built to facilitate copious millions of coal and other heavy cargoes along
the waterways which were so much in use in those far off days.
It was an interesting walk! Very dark and damp and with plenty of potholes to contend with along
the way. The fact that the battery in our one and only torch ran our half way along our journey
didn’t exactly help us as we stumbled along the towpath.
However the light at the end of the tunnel gave us hope and belief that we would arrive safely at
the end of our journey. We had something to aim for, something to follow that would lead us
through the darkness. This is a wonderful illustration I believe, one that I have used in the past as
a theme for sermons, especially when talking about the journey of life as-it-were.
I remember once being asked by someone how I coped with my faith over the bad things that
happen in life. I remember replying along the lines that I was sure I coped better with faith than
without it.
So as we head towards Springtime and hopefully better and safer times ahead, with the
vaccinations making a successful inroad into the fight against the virus.
Let us not lose sight of the greatest light we have to follow, that of our Lord and Saviour, who is
the Light of the World.

Jim Williams

LENT GROUP BY ZOOM
I will be running a Lent Group by Zoom this year. It will run every Tuesday at 11am,
for one hour, on the following weeks:
February 23rd, March 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th.
The actual Course is not at this moment decided. We have choices:
“The Poets Gospel” (Churches Together Group)
“Pilgrims Journeys” (Steve Croft for Church of England)
“The Prayers of Jesus” (Cover to Cover Guide)
“Living his story” (Hannah Steele)
“Holy Habits in Lent” (Andrew Roberts)
“Caring for Creation” (Brian Davis, for York Courses)
I will ‘poll’ regular Bible Study Group members, and let you know through the weekly
Sheet!
Please ask for an Invitation, if you’re interested!
Stephen

Readings for February 2021
For you to read or study for yourself or to prepare for one of
our services

Sunday 7th February

Sunday 14th Feb.

Wednesday 17th Feb.

Second before Lent

Sunday before Lent

Ash Wednesday

Proverbs 8: 1, 22 – 31
Psalm 104: 26 – end
Colossians 1: 15 – 20
John 1: 1 – 14

2 Kings 2: 1 – 12
Psalm 50: 1 – 6
2 Corinthians 4: 3 –6
Mark 9: 2 – 9

Sunday 21st February

Sunday 28th Feb.

1st Sunday of Lent

Lent 2

Genesis 9: 8 – 17
Psalm 25: 1 – 9
1 Peter 3: 18 – end
Mark 1: 9 – 15

Joel 2: 1 – 2, 12 – 17
Psalm 51: 1 – 18
2 Corinthians
5: 20 – 6: 10
Matthew 6: 1 – 6, 16 – 21

Genesis
17: 1 – 7, 15 – 16
Psalm 22: 23 – end
Romans 4: 13 – end
Mark 8: 31 – end

A new vicar was visiting in the homes of his parishioners. At one house, it seemed obvious
that someone was home, but no answer came to his repeated knocks at the door.
Therefore, he took out a business card and wrote ‘Revelation 3: 20’ on the back of it and
popped it through the letterbox.
When this offering was processed, the following Sunday he found that his card had been
returned. Added to it was this cryptic message, ‘Genesis 3:10’.
Reaching for his Bible to check out the citation, he broke up in gales of laughter. Revelation
3:20 begins, “Behold I stand at the door and knock.” Genesis 3:10 reads, “I heard your voice
in the garden and I was afraid for I was naked.”

Ashwater with Black Torrington Benefice
February 2021 Services
‘IN PERSON’ CHURCH SERVICES.
Our Rota of Services in our seven churches was cancelled, with
much regret, in early January, by the agreement of each church
P.C.C., for the sake of health and safety during this third serious
pandemic ‘lockdown’. I received acceptance of this from the Bishop
of Exeter. He has granted us a special “Dispensation” from holding
Services each week until March 1st.
It is my fervent hope that we might restart Services on a restricted
basis for March, building up to Palm Sunday on March 28th and
Easter Day on April 4th. But this will require careful consultation and
compliance with the letter and spirit of the Government guidelines in
force at that time. Please keep yourself ‘posted’. By then we pray that
many will be vaccinated and feel much safer about attending our
Services once again.
Meanwhile, do join us for a Zoom Morning Service every Sunday at
11am, and a Zoom Compline every Thursday at 8pm. Plus a Bible
study or informal Coffee Morning at 11am each Tuesday! Just ask for
the Zoom link, from me – it is very easy to ‘click and join’!
Revd. Stephen Skinner

Please note: If you have any messages or notices that you wish to feature in March’s bulletin, please
provide details to Kay Napier by emailing zena.napier@gmail.com
or calling (01409) 221 321 no later than 14th February otherwise it may not be included.
Please do feel free to submit any comments, prayers, stories, meditations, images – anything at all
will be considered. This Bulletin is for all in our Benefice, and is not simply for events.

O God of hope,
we commend to your protection all healthcare
professionals and key workers
who are putting themselves at risk as they attend to the
needs of other people:
as we thank them for their courage and compassion,
we pray that your Holy Spirit will support and encourage
them,
especially at times of physical or emotional exhaustion,
that they may know the strength of your healing love.
We ask this for your tender mercy’s sake.
Amen.
A prayer for healthcare professionals and key workers,
written by the Precentor of Hereford Cathedral

“LEAD US ON OUR LENTEN JOURNEY”
God, our God, you have called us to be a people on the move.
Travelling light, dying to live, ready to lose ourselves for the sake of the world.
You have called us to be a people with a purpose.
Travelling without a map, travelling to where we are led,
sustained by your Spirit, committed to the gospel for the hope of the world.
You have called us, your people, to be the church.
But we are a church with problems:
Too strong for the weak,
too staid for the young,
Too respectable for the poor, too divided for mission,
Too obsessed with our own lives to think of the lives of others.
Too unsure of our message to speak to the world.
Move us on our Lenten journey, from where we are to where you want us to go.
Open our eyes on the way to the people of different cultures, continents
and countries, who can bring colour to our lives.
Take us on our Lenten journey, from where we are to what you want us to be.
So that we become a community where all are truly welcomed and no one is excluded:
All are valued and no one is made to feel inadequate,
All are forgiven and no one is ashamed to belong,
All are encouraged and no one is too hurt to come among us.
Lead us on our Lenten journey, from who we are to what you want us to be.
So that patience is built into us, kindness is assumed in us,
Gentleness is part of us, compassion flows from us,
Truth is second nature to us, and the commitment of love is part of us.
Let us go gladly on the Lenten journey towards Easter –
The journey towards death and resurrection.
Let us journey in the peace and power of the Spirit.
(Ruth Harvey, in “Eggs and Ashes” Iona Source Book.)

A pastor’s wife was preparing pancakes for her young sons. The boys began to
argue over who would get the first pancake. Their mother saw the opportunity for
a moral lesson. If Jesus were sitting here, He would say “Let my brother have
the first pancake. I can wait.” The oldest boy turned to his younger brother and
said, “You be Jesus.”

PART-TIME VOLUNTARY ADMINISTRATOR NEEDED!
The Benefice are keen to appoint a willing volunteer to help ease
some of the administrative load which is upon Revd Stephen – which
consumes too much of his time. This will, in turn, help us all to get a
full-time priest in future as Stephen’s current workload would be
unappealing to any future incumbent!
The ‘Terms and Conditions’ are yet to be worked out, and could be
done by careful negotiation with the volunteer! Due to current
shortfalls in funding, it will need to be unpaid but reasonable
‘expenses of office’ will of course be reimbursed.

Initially the post might be for one session (morning or afternoon)
per week. If you have a few hours to spare a week, please do
consider.

If you are at all interested, and believe you have some of the skills,
personality, and time required to undertake this interesting job then
please contact Stephen (in confidence).

We pray to God for the right person to come forward!

Thank you.

St. Peter Ad Vincula, Ashwater EX21 5EY
St. Alban, Beaworthy EX21 5AB
St. Mary, Black Torrington EX21 5PU
St Leonard, Clawton EX22 6PS
St. Peter & St. James, Halwill EX21 5UH
Holy Cross, Highampton EX21 5LE
Holy Cross, Tetcott EX22 6QZ

The Priest in Charge of our churches Revd. Stephen Skinner can be contacted by
telephoning 07554 142 264 or emailing sjmskinners@btinternet.com

