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ά/ƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǊƛŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ 
be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so 

uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides 
with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do 
good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and 

ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜΦέ  
                                                                  1 Timothy 6: 17-18 

The parishes of Ashwater, Beaworthy, Black Torrington,  
Clawton, Halwill, Highampton & Tetcott 

Ruby Country Benefice 
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From the Parish Registers image (pg. 2) © Parish Pump, 
Cover image: Photo by Elaine Casap on Unsplash 
Ukraine graphic on the back page from pixabay.com, by  
chiajo-18290215 
Thanks to Revd. Stephen for sending the poems on page 12 

CONTACTS  

 

Priest in Charge (part time) 
Revd. Stephen Skinner    07554 142 264 
 
 

Contacts for Churches: 
Ashwater   Terry Darby  01409 211 229 
Beaworthy   Richard Prior  01409 221 986 
Black Torrington:  Sheila Grabham 01409 231 581 
     Val Letheren* 01409 231 430 
Clawton:   Irene Ellis   01409 271 371 
Halwill:    John Lawlor   01409 221 987 
     Kay Napier  01409 221 321 
Highampton 
Tetcott:    Nicki Mitchell 01409 271 381 
 
 Safeguarding  Val Letheren  07484 880 770  

* or as above 

 
 

BAPTISM S 
 
14th   Mabel Rose Lock SLUGGETT  
      (Black Torrington ) 
 
27th   Megan TANCOCK  
      (Highampton)  

AUGUST  
2022 

https://unsplash.com/@ecasap?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/harvest?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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MODERN COMMUNICATION 
 
In all the parishes where I have served over the past 42 years, the subject of 
ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέ Ƙŀǎ ŎǊƻǇǇŜŘ ǳǇ ƻƴ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ōŀǎƛǎΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŀǊŜŘ ƛǘǎ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴ ŀ 
variety of ways, through the changing nature of how we communicate and how 
we respond to communications over our lifetimes. In the early days of ministry, I 
communicated mainly by telephone, letters and notes, and face to face meetings. 
Then came the (dreaded) fax machine which enabled documents to be sent 
electronically. It was a while before I started to use the internet, and it took a lot 
of setting up on my various computers. But now it is one of my principal means of 
communication ς speedy and normally instant. How could I manage as leader of a 
multi-parish benefice without it? It enables documents to be sent simultaneously 
ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǎŀǾŜǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǇǊƛƴǘƛƴƎΗ bƻǿ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 
we all need mobile phones ς ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎŜ Ǉŀȅǎ Ƴȅ 
monthly subscription for it. But I have to admit that although I take it with me on 
all my journeys around the Benefice it often seems to ring at inconvenient 
moments! But I do try my best to respond as quickly as possible.  
 
ά½ƻƻƳέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴƎ ƻŦ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ 
2020 ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ΨƭƻŎƪŘƻǿƴΩ ōŜƎŀƴΦ L ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƘƻ ŦŜŜƭ 
very uncomfortable with using this form of on screen gathering, but there are still 
some who enjoy our weekly Compline and roughly fortnightly Bible Study, using 
it. Any of you are of course welcome to join in with our genuine fellowship, by 
using the Zoom links on the weekly Pew Sheet. I am aware that there are many 
ǿƘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ά{ƻŎƛŀƭ aŜŘƛŀέ ƻŦ ΨCŀŎŜōƻƻƪΣΩ Ψ²Ƙŀǘǎ!ǇǇΩΣ 
Ψ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊΩΣ Ψ¢ƛk¢ƻƪΩ ŜǘŎΦ L ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ ōǳǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ 
ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭΦ .ǳǘ L Řƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ΨǇƻǎǘƛƴƎΩ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƻƴ ΨCŀŎŜōƻƻƪΩΣ ǎƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 
Řƻ ΨǇƻǎǘΩ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƻƴ ƛǘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀrly. 

 
.ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ΨŘƻǿƴǎƛŘŜǎΩ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ƻŦ 
communication: 
~  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ Ψƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΦ LǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ  
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gain the full experience of meeting with others, to fully experience their body 
ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ΨŀǳǊŀΩΦ L ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŀǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅ 
ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ όƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ΨōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΩύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ 
deep listening and responding in deepening fellowship over coffee! 

 
~  The exclusion some people feel because, for various reasons, they cannot use 
the internet or mobile phone technology. There are practical reasons: cost, poor 
technological coverage. Despite the help of children or grandchildren the 
technology can be very hard to understand at times! But I do plea that if you can 
readily respond to communications from me then please do so! 

 
~  Although modern technology has the advantage of speed and efficiency, there 
are real dangers in travŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀǘ ΨǿŀǊǇ ǎǇŜŜŘΣΩ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ ƻƴ {ǘŀǊ ¢ǊŜƪΗ Lǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ 
for our minds and souls to slow down and not respond immediately to the 
incessant flow of e mails! Difficult e mails should not be replied to straight away ς I 
often draft a response and then come back to it later, before a redraft! 

 
~  Use of electronic media also runs the risk of dehumanizing us. I think we can 
begin to lose our sense of our human fallibility, mystery, and soul if we only 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ LΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘΦ {ƻƳŜ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ΨǿƛǊƛƴƎΩ ƻŦ 
our brains are being reconfigured through these media. Wrong use can of course 
lead to very aggressive behaviour that damages others psyche.  

 
{ƻΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƻǳǊ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
century as a God-given gift to us if we will use it well! I like to think that my 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
missional sense. I suggest you test your communications with these Questions: 
άIŀǾŜ L ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅΣ ǎǳŎŎƛƴŎǘƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳǊǘŜƻǳǎƭȅΚέ έ²ƛƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ Řŀȅ ōŜ 
ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜΚέ ά²ƛƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜ όƻǊ ŘǊŜŀŘ ƛǘύΚέΦ άIŀǾŜ L ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ 
the communication and had the courtesy to reǎǇƻƴŘΚέ ά5ƻŜǎ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
ŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΚέ ŀƴŘ άIƻǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ WŜǎǳǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ƛŦ 
ŀƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŀƎŜΚέ                                
 

 STEPHEN 
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MISSION COMMUNITY NEWS: The Bishop of Truro, the Rt Revd Philip Mounstephen is 
pleased to announce that the Revd Elizabeth Mary Ann Burke at present Rector of the 
Benefice of Holsworthy, Hollacombe, Pyworthy with Pancrasweek and Bridgerule in 
the Diocese of Exeter is to be Chaplain to the Isles of Scilly in the Diocese of Truro. This 
is conditional on legal formalities being completed. She will be licensed by the Bishop 
of St Germans on 9th November 2022. 
Mother Elizabeth states on her Twitter account (15th ���—�‰�—�•�–���x�v�x�x���ã���ò���‡�•�–�‡�”�†�ƒ�›���‹�–���™�ƒ�•��
announced that I shall be moving to the position of Chaplain to the Isles of Scilly 
�;���‹�‘���”�—�”�‘�ä�����ï�•���˜�‡�”�›���‡�š�…�‹�–�‡�†�á���„�—�–���ƒ�Ž�•�‘���•�ƒ�†���–�‘���„�‡���Ž�‡�ƒ�˜�‹�•�‰���•�—�…�Š���ƒ���™�‘�•�†�‡�”�ˆ�—�Ž���…�‘�•�•�—�•�‹�–�›���‹�•��
���‘�Ž�•�™�‘�”�–�Š�›���ƒ�•�†���;���‘�ˆ�����‡�˜�‘�•�ó�ä�����‡���™�‹�•�Š�����‘�–�Š�‡�”�����Ž�‹�œ�ƒ�„�‡�–�Š��well in her new adventure. 


