Trevor May
Close to our hearts he will stay
Loved and remembered every day
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MEMORIAL/FUNERAL SERVICE:
1st September
Rachel Gilbert
(Black Torrington)
8th September
Steve Bridges
(Black Torrington)
10th September Lynn Tyrrell
(Black Torrington)
16th September Trevor May
(Ashwater)
17th September Rodney Brock
(Ashwater)
CONTACTS
Priest in Charge (part time)
Revd. Stephen Skinner
07554 142 264
Lay Reader
Jim Williams
Ashwater
Beaworthy
Black Torrington:
Clawton:
Halwill:

01409 220 301
Contacts for Churches:
Terry Darby
01409 211 229
Richard Prior
01409 221 986
Sheila Grabham
01409 231 581
Val Letheren*
01409 231 430
Irene Ellis
01409 271 371
John Lawlor
01409 221 987
Kay Napier
01409 221 321

Highampton
Tetcott:

Nicki Mitchell

01409 271 381

Safeguarding

Val Letheren

07484 880 770
* or as above

From the Parish Registers image (pg. 2) © Parish Pump
Thanks to Diana and Mike Cutler, Sheila Grabham, John Lawlor,
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Val Letheren, Stephen Skinner, Pam and Jim Williams for their
submissions this month.

SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT SPECIAL PLACES
In the ten years we have lived here in ‘Beautiful Devon’ I have
gradually come to get to know the area after initially feeling rather
bemused by the distances. ‘Don’t get too involved in anything until
you’ve got to know the geography of the area’ was good advice from
the then Archdeacon of Barnstaple.
Coming from Guernsey where I knew almost every road, lane beach,
harbour, cliff walk, and you could get anywhere in 15 minutes (slight
exaggeration), you can imagine I’m sure how just difficult it was for a
while.
Now I have several ‘favourite places’ not too far from home to enjoy
my twice daily excursions with my dog. Some close to home, some on
the coast and occasional visits to Dartmoor, where I always feel in
awe of the landscape
During these walks, which vary in distance I often enjoy a period of
solitude which I like to think of as a special time with the Lord as it
were. Also, they can provide a productive time for ideas for sermons.
However, another aspect of my perambulations is the fact that I am
blessed to meet a wide variety of folk along the various routes I travel.
Talking with Stephen, our Priest-in-Charge recently about this very
subject, he called it my Ministry of ‘Dog Walks’!
I feel very blessed to be able to, so frequently, appreciate the beauty
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of my surroundings, God’s wonderful creation, not forgetting the wide
variety of friendly folk that I have the opportunity to meet, and
sometimes even mention my faith and involvement in Church life!
I often think how Jesus must have had his own special places, after all
we know he must have walked a lot, partly through necessity of
course. He certainly walked the seashore at Galilee, meeting some of
his disciples there. He liked to go up mountains on occasions, and
also, we can read how he went to quiet places to pray and be with his
heavenly Father.
As we try to follow in his footsteps, we too need to have our own
special places when and where we feel close to him.
Whether it’s in Church, a country lane, field, moor, coast or even
mountain.
God is all around us and for that we are truly blessed.
I wonder what you would call your special places?
Wherever they are it is only right to be thankful for them as stated
in these words, taken from Psalm 107.
Let us give thanks to the Lord
for his unfailing love,
and the wonders he has done for us.
Amen
Many blessings,
Jim Williams
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Dr. Trevor May
1939-2021
Many of us will know and remember Trevor as a fantastic reader or
minister, always engaging with an interesting tale to tell, or as a
wonderful listener, always willing to lend an ear to anyone.
But from listening to tributes, reading obituaries, sharing memories –
it seems almost magical that we are all talking about the same one
person.
From reading his daughter Ashley’s contribution of Trevor’s obituary
in The Guardian, I personally learned that he wrote a book entitled
“An Economic and Social History of Britain 1760-1970” – I remember
vast swathes of those books sitting on the side in my secondary
school history classroom, and never realised that was “our Trevor”.
As I hear more about his life, “our Trevor” never ceases to amaze.
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He was a very educated man, receiving a degree in Economics from
Slough College of Further Education, received a postgraduate
diploma in Education with the University of London and undertook an
MPhil with the University of London, and later a PhD with the
University of London.
He used his education to lecture at Hatfield Polytechnic, he taught
British and American History for a year at Mesa College, San Diego
and also for the Open University upon his ‘retirement’.
He went on to write much more – both published professionally and
locally, including ‘The History of the London Horse Cab’ (which was
researched as part of his PhD), the history of both Ashwater and
Tetcott churches and several locally-printed books reflecting on his
and his family’s life, and his involvement and experiences in India. His
final published book was ‘Smugglers and Smuggling’ (published in
2014.) As a result of this, he appeared on the TV programme “Coastal
Railways with Julie Walters” – a ‘screengrab’ of this is used on the
front of this bulletin.
Trevor met his wife Jennifer at a church youth group and they
married in 1964. Jennifer remained by his side until her death in
2003, shortly after moving to Ashwater. In Trevor’s own words, (from
his publication “Manchi Karpare – With the Good Shepherd in India”)
“Many people saw Jennifer’s death as a great tragedy […] I saw it
differently. […] She wanted her own land, so that she could see her
horses from her window; she wanted a manége where she could
school them; and she wanted to have a harvest. Each of these
dreams she achieved in her short time in Ashwater. What I find tragic
is when people never achieve their dreams; or, even worse, when
they have no dreams at all.” I defy you all to hear Trevor saying these
words when you read them.
I mentioned India previously, but it is worth more than a fleeting
comment. In 1999 he joined a mission to India which made a huge
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From the rear of Trevor’s Order of Service,
showing Trevor’s own picture of the church
Trevor supported in India. You can see Trevor’s
belief that ‘the people make the Church’.
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impact. He would visit India 10 times between 1998 and 2020. We
are all aware of his love of India and of his “Indian Family” – during
the Covid-19 pandemic, kind people of our Benefice donated
additional funds to them to help them in their time of need. We pray
for them, and they pray for us.
In his time there, he built up the Christian church, and his close
friendship with Rev John is well known.
When he moved to Devon, he sold some of his belongings he did not
need to take with him and donated the proceeds to the churches he
worked with in India. But he gave more than his money. He lived
prayerfully among them. He gave them his time, his energy, his
wisdom, his companionship and his love.
Trevor himself said that when he first visited India that it was the first
time in his life that he felt filled with the Holy Spirit. In his book
Manchi Karpare, Trevor writes that, once, God spoke to him through
a litter bin – he had “been feeling that [I] wanted to serve the Lord in
a greater way, but there was so much that was wrong with me, that I
had no hope of serving him until I had cleared out all the rubbish in
my heart and in my life. That was not going to happen. However, on a
walk one afternoon in Secunderabad, while these thoughts were in
my mind, I happened to pass a public litter bin. On it were painted
the words, ‘USE ME.’ This became my prayer. God did not expect me
to become perfect before he could use me to further his kingdom. He
would take me as I was, rubbish and all, and in time would help to get
rid of some of the trash.”
Some of his “Indian Family” paid tribute to Trevor via videos, shown
at his funeral. It was humbling to hear how highly they regarded him,
his “love for other people, love for his God” his “ability to help those
in need”. They loved being his family, they loved him and he loved
them.
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Now the bit that we might know a little better. Trevor moved to
Ashwater in 2003. He formed an art group with, among others, Tim
and Sue Luxton – their wonderful tributes to Trevor at his funeral
showed Trevor’s creative side; creating paintings and silk screen
printing, making sculptures and generally enjoying each other’s
company and shared passion.
Tim went on to tell us of a trip to Iona they shared. He reflected on
Trevor’s “amazing ability to instantly make everyone relax and feel at
home”, and their creation of Haiku poems which was encouraged
during their time away – Trevor himself wrote:
Life is a puzzle
With many pieces missing
But some found later
Lasting words of Trevor to ponder on.
The last section of Tim Luxton’s tribute at the funeral service featured
the following prayer which sums up Trevor, his life, his experience in
India, his adventure:
Lord, I ask only this
That you would meet me on the road
And that I, expectant,
Would recognise and know you in your coming
And so find my life transformed
Amen
Trevor’s death is being felt across the country and indeed the world
(as was shown during the tribute from his Indian Family). He would,
on occasion, visit Halwill and Ashwater primary schools – the latter of
which he was at, one time, a governor.
11

One of Ashwater’s teachers, Rosie Cawsey called him “the best
Father Christmas I’ve known” – if you never knew Trevor as Father
Christmas, it’s worth imagining! She also went on to say “he spent
time talking to each child and told them stories about countries of
the world – the children were always spellbound.”
On the day of Trevor’s funeral, memories and prayers were said and
candles lit at St Peter & St Paul in Wingrave, Buckinghamshire –
Trevor’s previous parish where he served as churchwarden.
Wherever he went, he was loved.
Despite ailing health, Trevor was always keen, enthusiastic and able,
and preached until a couple of months before he passed away
peacefully.
During the pandemic when we were unable to attend church in
person, Revd Stephen set up Zoom services which Trevor was keen
to attend. Once things started ‘opening up’ again, he was
enthusiastic about continuing these services, learning the
technology, in order to bring services to a wider audience. He was a
man who would not let something beat him.
Trevor’s service was at noon on 16th September, in Ashwater Parish
Church. We sung the hymns “Love divine, all loves excelling” and “O
Love, that wilt not let me go”. The reading, John 3: 1-3 was read by
Jane Lucas, our vicar who retired in 2019 (and Trevor wrote her
‘eulogy’ for the service on Ashwater Village Green.) His love of
music was reflected in his processional music of ‘Lord you’ve been
good to me’ and ‘Miles from Nowhere’ by Cat Stevens as a song we
could reflect on our memories of Trevor. Revd. Stephen Skinner led
the service, and the prayers of thanksgiving were delivered by Jim
Williams, his colleague, good friend and ‘running mate’ – it was
mentioned during the service that Trevor would come to preach
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with a couple of scraps of paper, whereas Jim would arrive armed
with a structured set of notes. They truly were two halves of a
brilliant whole at the heart of our benefice. And although we have
lost one half, we are truly blessed to still have the other.
Following the service, Trevor was interred in the churchyard at
Ashwater, a place where he had worshipped, preached and made
home for almost 20 years.
Upon hearing of Trevor’s death, personally, I was numb – I could not
comprehend that someone so caring, jolly and full of life could just
‘stop’. Maybe that is the point; he has made such a profound impact
on so many that his memory will live with all of us for a long time to
come.
In whatever walk of life we met him, however we knew him, as
minister, colleague, neighbour, friend – he will be sorely missed.
God bless you, Trevor.
Kay Napier, Benefice Bulletin Editor
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O God, at this moment,
as we come face to face with death
and our own mortality,
we have many feelings
as well as grief,
and possibly fear for the future.
Please come close to us with your love,
travel with us into this serious moment
and open our hearts to each other.
we ask it in the name of Jesus Christ
who faced his own death and the death of a friend.
Amen
From the book Saying Goodbye by Ruth Burgess
Wild Goose Publications, The Iona Community
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Black Torrington C of E Primary School
HARVEST SERVICE
Tuesday 5th October, 2:30pm in the Church
Followed by refreshments
ALL WELCOME

BULLETIN DEADLINE: 15TH OF EVERY MONTH
Please get all posters, events, dates, info, articles, poems,
recipes and submissions in prior to this date
(or notify Kay that there will be something coming ASAP!)
zena.napier@gmail.com
or 01409 221321
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A Melancholy beauty
There is a melancholy beauty to this season,
pungent with the smell of woodsmoke and harvest
fruits.
I watch as leaves fall from the trees.
Sometimes it seems that the branches that hold them,
release them willingly,
to let the gently drift
and softly pool around the trunks of the trees.
Others cling on,
until,
whipped by the wind,
they too are stripped bare.
In my life, Lord, there are times when I, too,
must let go of things.
Sometimes I let go willingly,
at other times I resist.
Help me to recognise the demands of each season,
of each period in my life.
Help me to let go
and to withstand the winds of fortune
so that I may stand tall
and not be broken,
but wait patiently for the time to come
when I can flourish once more.

Janet Pybon,

pg. 234 in Autumn, Wild Goose Publishing
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October Reflection
Chloe Axford (Diocese of Exeter Communications Director)
This October as our churches, schools and communities celebrate Harvest we are
probably all more mindful than ever of how much we have to be thankful for this
year. After the lockdowns and restrictions of the pandemic, just being able to gather
together for this traditional festival, whether in a church or on a farm or in the open
air, feels like a gift.
The food supply chain, which once we might have taken for granted, in recent months
has felt more precarious and precious. We are grateful to our farmers and lorry
drivers for working so hard to keep our supermarket shelves stacked and to our
convenience store workers, many of whom (according to recent research) have barely
had a day off since the pandemic began.
As the Church of England in Devon, we are using this autumn to take stock and plan a
route out of the pandemic to help our churches and their communities be sustainable
and fruitful going forward.
We have called this our Next Steps and it is inspired by the image of the vineyard at
harvest time in the Bible, when Jesus says “I am the vine, you are the branches. Those
who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit.’ John 15.5
There is nothing like the sight of a ripe bunch of grapes, hanging on a vine, waiting to
be picked, and we are fortunate to now have a number of good vineyards in Devon.
Like a bunch of grapes, we know we are most fruitful when we work together and stay
connected to God through our prayers, worship and studying the Bible.
We all have a different role to play and different gifts to share, but like the individual
grapes in a bunch, each of us is a vital part of our community.
If the pandemic has taught us anything, it is the importance of the people in our midst
keeping us supplied with what we need – whether it is the volunteers running the
local foodbank, the postal workers delivering parcels and precious letters, the
convenience store workers staying open all hours, the lorry drivers or the farmers.
This October why don’t you find time to write a card or say thank you to a “harvest
hero” you know – you never know what fruit it might bear!
You might also like to attend one of our Next Steps information and discussion events
in your area, we would love to hear your views about the best way forward for our
churches.
Find out more about the Next Steps and book a place at one of the events here:
https://exeter.anglican.org/who-we-are/vision-strategy/
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Woodland Wanderers Give It Some Welly
Six intrepid walkers from Halwill, Beaworthy and
Chilla forded flood, hacked through vine and jungle,
trekked mountain and conquered quagmire to raise
money for DHCT and local churches. Well, okay, it
was puddles, some overhanging brambles, a bit of a
slope and some squelchy mud but we did complete
seven miles following a circuitous route through
Cookworthy Forest.
The weather was pleasantly amenable, the
company amiable and the scenery attractively
arboraceous. A short stop at the picnic site afforded
a welcome break with a refreshing cuppa and
biscuits. Then it was onwards, ever onwards until
Chilla Chapel was once more in our sights. Here a
reviving bowl of delicious homemade soup awaited
us (very much appreciated).
Many thanks to all the walkers and caterers who
helped make the adventure so enjoyable.
The Halwill Contingent raised around £160.
Elisabeth Swan
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One Letter Quiz
From John Lawlor – Answers in the next bulletin!
1. Which letter denotes the roman numeral for 100?
2. Desmond Llewelyn was best known for playing which role in many
James Bond films between 1963 and 1999?
3. Which tile has a value of 5 points in the game of Scrabble?
4. In The Simpsons, Homer Simpson has a middle initial - what is it?
5. In Morse code what letter is represented by three dashes?
6. The head of MI6, the Secret Intelligence Service, is known by what
one-letter code name?
7. Which vitamin is necessary for preventing rickets?
8. Only four letters can be doubled at the beginning of a word, the letter
'e' is one as in 'eel' - can you name the other three letters? (extra
point for 1 example of each)
9. Which letter was invented in 1524 by an Italian and was the last letter
to be added to the English alphabet?
10.
Which two letters of the alphabet have tittles?
11.
What is the only letter that does not appear in the name of any
US state?
12.
Which letter is the most used letter in the English alphabet?
13.
What is the chemical symbol of tungsten?
14.
Which 1980’s American science fiction TV miniseries written and
directed by Kenneth Johnson was about an invading reptilian alien
race?
15.
Most worldwide capital cities begin with which letter?
16.
Which letter was the British pound sign derived from?
17.
Which two letters are known as semi-vowels?
18.
The 1939 novel 'Gadsby' by Ernest Vincent Wright, does not
have any words which contain which letter?
19.
Which single letter often follows 'Elizabeth' when Queen
Elizabeth II signs her name?
20.
According to Merriam-Webster Dictionary, which is the only letter
in the English language that is never silent?
21.
How was Welsh singer Ian Watkins professionally known?
22.
Which colonel is the head of the Secret Service in Danger
Mouse?
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