Today in the town of David a Saviour has been
born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.
Luke 2:11
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30th October

BAPTISM
Etta Ley
(Ashwater)

FUNERALS
1st November
Margaret Grabham
(Black Torrington)
26th November John Baily
(Black Torrington)

CONTACTS
Priest in Charge (part time)
Revd. Stephen Skinner
07554 142 264
Lay Reader
Jim Williams

01409 220 301

Contacts for Churches:
Ashwater
Terry Darby
01409 211 229
Beaworthy
Richard Prior
01409 221 986
Black Torrington:
Sheila Grabham 01409 231 581
Val Letheren*
01409 231 430
Clawton:
Irene Ellis 01409 271 371
Halwill:
John Lawlor
01409 221 987
Kay Napier
01409 221 321
Highampton
Tetcott:
Nicki Mitchell
01409 271 381
Safeguarding

Val Letheren

07484 880 770
* or as above

From the Parish Registers image (pg. 2) © Parish Pump, ReverendFun Cartoon
(p.19) Copyright © HarperCollins Christian Publishing. Thanks to Sheila
Grabham, William Hutton, Val Letheren, Jackie Ody, Revd.
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Stephen Skinner and Letitia Yetman for their contributions this
month

ADVENT
WATCHING and WAITING
I wonder how good we all are at doing the above?
Watching and waiting are two of the things that the Advent
Season invites us to do.
Sadly, these days we all get ‘tinselitus’ so early on that by the
time we get to celebrate on Christmas Day, the shine has
already begun to wear off the big event if we are not too
careful!
Things were not always like that, for in the Christian calendar
some time ago Advent, or the period of preparation for the
coming of Christ in the flesh at Christmas and also the
foreshadowing of his second coming or judgement, consisted
of six Sundays not four as it is now.
Perhaps people were more patient in those days, or possibly
they didn’t have so many other distractions.
I actually knew an old Parson who never put any decorations up
until Christmas Eve!

I’m not of course suggesting that we should go that far,
however a bit of waiting doesn't do us any harm and we all
certainly need to remember not to pack our baby Jesus away
in the cardboard box until the appropriate time!
Most if not all of our Churches will have an Advent wreath to
help us focus on the theme, and
one of the five candles will be li
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each week as we progress on our spiritual journey as it were. We wil
pray firstly for the Patriarchs, Abraham and all those ancien

help us focus on the theme, and one of the five candles will be
lit each week as we progress on our spiritual journey as it
were. We will pray firstly for the Patriarchs, Abraham and
all those ancient followers of God, then for the Prophets who
bravely spoke God’s words, so often in difficult times,
followed by John the Baptist who bravely preached about
repentance and foretold of Christ’s coming.
Then on the last Sunday before the big day when we celebrate
Christ’s coming itself we shall be remembering the
Blessed Virgin Mary who responded to her calling so
humbly and obediently.
If anyone has an Advent calendar, especially with chocolates
in it! I’m sure we won’t be gobbling them all on the first
day and spoiling the fun. Rather like Advent itself invites
us to journey through savouring each step along the way,
and appreciating the story as it unfolds.
So, a Happy Advent to everyone; enjoy your watching and
waiting.
Jim
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The Annunciation
Angels move
like electricity
and do not wear watches.
They are in the communications business.
They attend training courses
in calming startled humans.
They visit often
but are usually well disguised.
They have their work to do
but now and then
they let the mask slip
to show their identities.
They do this when it matters
that there should be no misunderstanding.
Some have seen angels.
Be humble and expect them
and they will come
in their own good time
or rather in God’s time
Luke 1 26-38
The Last Straw © Godfrey Rust 1997
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This CartoonChurch.com cartoon by Dave Walker originally appeared in the Church Times
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A Christmas Prayer
By Robert Louis Stevenson

Loving Father,
Help us remember the birth of Jesus
that we may share in the song of the angels,
the gladness of the shepherds,
and the worship of the wise men.
Close the door of hate
and open the door of love all over the world.
Let kindness come with every gift
and good desires with every greeting.
Deliver us from evil by the blessing
which Christ brings,
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.
May the Christmas morning
make us happy to be Thy children
And the Christmas evening bring us to our beds
with grateful thoughts,
forgiving and forgiven,
for Jesus’ sake
Amen
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Benefice Pudding Evening Report
We held our Benefice evening on 10th November at Halwill Baptist
Hall. It was moderately attended and there were some fabulous
puddings for those of us who braved the November weather!
We had a good chat about how to work together going forward
and four core areas seemed important to those there: social
events, involvement with schools, café church, messy church and
families and a Benefice choir.
We split into focus groups and made plans for how to go forward
together across these areas, and we all set dates to meet in the
near future to carry these plans out. If you couldn’t attend but
wish to be involved, please get in touch with Revd. Stephen or
our administrator Val and they will be able to point you in the right
direction.
Thank you to Stephen and Mike Clarke for chairing, Sheila and
Val for setting up, and everyone who came over to Halwill and all
those who brought delicious desserts for us all!

JANUARY BULLETIN DEADLINE: 15TH DECEMBER
Please send any details of services, events or fundraisers
you want publicised, or any contributions – articles,
images, poems etc. to Kay by this date
zena.napier@gmail.com or 01409 221321
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Saturday Church at Bradford Village Hall
Bradford’s next Saturday Church is on 11th December at Bradford Village
Hall, starting at 10 am.
This will be their Nativity event, and everyone is invited to join in.
If you wish to dress up as a shepherd, an angel, Mary or Joseph or any of
the characters from the Nativity you are very welcome, but it is not
compulsory.
There will be a selection of hymns/songs/carols, prayers and short
readings, followed by wonderful refreshments for everyone to enjoy.
Afterwards there is usually a short communion service for those who wish
to stay.
Saturday Church is fun, and open to everyone.
They especially welcome young people, very young people, and those
simply young at heart to join in.
If you would like further info please feel free to call Liz on 01409 261312 .
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Reflection from Bishop Robert
What is the heart of Advent and Christmas for you? Is it taking your
Christmas decorations out of storage, hanging them on the tree and
then standing back for that wow moment when you switch on the
lights for the first time? Is it hearing the mellow tones of a Salvation
Army band as you do your Christmas shopping, the gingerbread
scent of Christmas baking or sitting down to watch It’s A Wonderful
Life in front of the fire?
Perhaps it is about family and friends, spending precious time with
others, giving and receiving hospitality, or gathering as a community,
singing Silent Night quietly together in a candlelit carol service?
This year we stand at a crossroads. The pandemic is not over. We
are gradually learning to co-exist with this virus as best we can. We
still need to be vigilant and careful, but we are in a very different
place from this time last year. It is fair to say that after last Christmas
and the lockdown that followed, we all have a greater appreciation
and thankfulness for the simple Christmas pleasures, like drinks with
neighbours or a rowdy game of charades.
And that thankfulness is what lies at the heart of Christmas for me.
Thankfulness that ‘God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal
life’ John 3:16.
At the end of the film A Muppet Christmas Carol, the central
character, Ebenezer Scrooge, played by the actor Michael Caine,
sums it up perfectly in the song, ‘A Thankful Heart’. He sings, ‘Every
night will end, and every day will start, with a grateful prayer and a
thankful heart…. Stop and look around you. The glory that you see is
born again each day. Don’t let it slip away, how precious life can be.’
Thankfulness makes us bigger, more generous people. I pray that
there will be precious moments for each of us this Christmas, time to
stop and look around us and be thankful – thankful for family and
friends, and for the glory of God made man in the form of a tiny baby
in Bethlehem, offering us God’s precious gift of life and peace.
+ Robert Exon
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