“Praise be to the LORD
for he showed me the wonders of his love
when I was in a city under siege.”
Psalm 131: 21
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BURIAL / Memorial Service
9th March
11th March
21st March

Charles DUMPLETON
(Highampton)
Jean MATTHEWS
(Halwill)
Ruth CARROLL
(Ashwater)

BAPTISM
20th March

Emily HOLLAND
(Ashwater)

CONTACTS
Priest in Charge (part time)
Revd. Stephen Skinner
07554 142 264
Contacts for Churches:
Ashwater
Terry Darby
01409 211 229
Beaworthy
Richard Prior
01409 221 986
Black Torrington:
Sheila Grabham 01409 231 581
Val Letheren*
01409 231 430
Clawton:
Irene Ellis
01409 271 371
Halwill:
John Lawlor
01409 221 987
Kay Napier
01409 221 321
Highampton
Tetcott:
Nicki Mitchell
01409 271 381
Safeguarding

Val Letheren

07484 880 770
* or as above
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Cover image by Elena Mozhvilo on Unsplash
Photo on page 4 from Val Letheren
Ukraine graphic on the back page from pixabay.com, by
chiajo-18290215
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Thanks to Revd. Stephen for sending the poem for page 13

LOOKING BACK AND LOOKING FORWARD
Dear Friends,
I am delighted that Stephen has asked me to write a few words for the
April bulletin, especially as this has given me an opportunity to say just
how much Pam and I appreciated all the very kind and flattering words
that were written by several of you in last month’s publication. We both
felt extremely humbled by them and I have to confess rather emotional as
well.
Anyway, a huge thank you and I can only say it has been a wonderfully
fulfilling privilege to have been a reader here for the last 10 years or so…
Change is never that easy and it has been said that one shouldn’t look
back, however I think that depends upon the circumstances
.
When I look back, I am blessed with many happy memories, some sad
ones too but they fade as part of the healing process thankfully.
During my working life, you may be surprised to know, that I have been,
or tried to be!!! a Telephone engineer, a Builder (of sorts!), a Gardener, a
Postman, a Part-time fisherman (lobster pots), an Office Services
Supervisor and lastly what you do know me as a Lay Reader, or Licensed
Lay Minister as we are also called nowadays.
Which occupation would I say was the most fulfilling and would like to
do all over again? Well, no difficulty in saying the latter.
However rather sorry that circumstances have made it difficult to
continue? One word answer ……...Definitely!
At this time in the Church calendar we
3 are well into Lent and we are
already looking forward to Holy Week and Easter when we will once
again remember the wonderful story of our Lord’s Passion, sacrificial

At this time in the Church calendar, we are well into Lent and we are
already looking forward to Holy Week and Easter when we will once
again remember the wonderful story of our Lord’s Passion, sacrificial
death, and resurrection the great Easter festival that gives us hope and joy,
sustaining us and helping us through all the different aspects of life.
I end with the Blessing we say together at the end of our compline service
every Thursday.

‘May the Lord Bless us and watch over us, the Lord
make his face to shine upon us and be gracious to us,
the Lord look kindly on us and give us
peace.’
Amen.
Jim.
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Bishop of Plymouth reflects on the courage and resolve of Ukraine
Writing as I am in mid-March, the world is overshadowed by the war in
Ukraine. With Russian troops closing in on Kyiv and Western politicians
powerless to intervene, the news is dominated by devastating pictures of
violent destruction. Tanks are on the streets, refugees flooding across
borders, frightened old people huddle in freezing basements, Ukrainian
soldiers defend with courage and resolve.
Where the dogs of war will have taken us by April, when this Prayer Diary
is published, is anybody’s guess – but where it needs to take us is to our
knees. Prayer doesn’t just change the world, it changes us. It raises a
defiant protest at all that is wrong in our world. It offers us God’s
perspective as we feel something of his pain at creation gone awry. It
spurs us on to compassion and to work for justice. It invites us to a
renewed commitment to the cause of Christ.
This month takes us through Passiontide and the sufferings of Jesus: his
betrayal and arrest; the mockery of a trial; the casual cruelty of the
Roman soldiers and his lonely journey to the cross. As we hear the story
told again we will be only too aware of the sufferings of humanity, and of
the Son of God who (in Peter’s words) bore our sins in his body on the
cross and by whose wounds we have been healed. His cry, “My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?” will be echoed across Eastern Europe
by the bereaved and bereft.
But the story does not end with the cry of dereliction, or the silent despair
of Holy Saturday. In the empty tomb of Easter morning and the trembling
witnesses of the risen Jesus, God brings life from death and hope from
despair.
And maybe we can take encouragement from the journey into faith of the
Russian novelist Alexander Solzhenitsyn. Each changing situation, from
working as a young physicist in Rostov, through commanding an artillery
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battery in the Russian front, on into arrest and the years of Arctic labour
camps, and then cancer, marriage breakdown and deportation – all this
led him to see emerging the sacredness of the value of truth, compassion
and freedom, values which he recognised as uniquely embodied in the
Christian faith.
Let’s pray for those same values to emerge in our life here in Devon and
across the world.
- The Right Reverend Nick McKinnel

UKRAINE COFFEE MORNING
The Benefice Coffee Morning held in Clawton on 19th
May raised just under £2,000 for the Ukraine
(with money sent to UNHCR & the Red Cross)
A huge thank you to all who attended.
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UPDATE ON OUR BENEFICE PRIORITIES
I gave you an update last month on how we are attempting to pursue the four
priorities agreed at the famous Pudding Party last November. Here is a further
update, with the strong hope that you might like to become involved in supporting
or offering leadership! We are slowly progressing!
1. Benefice Choir
Shirley Richmond continues to lead our new Choir. They will be singing at Maundy
Thursday Service; 7pm on the 14 at Halwill Church. Do please contact her if you
would like to join the Choir for this or other occasions! Shirley also heads up our
Handbell Ringing Group, who will be playing at the 11am Palm Sunday Service at
Black Torrington.
2. Schools Team
Only three people joined our Zoom Meeting to talk about going into our local
schools to help in various ways. But we thank Debbie, Kay and Shirley for offering
involvement. The favoured offering is to go into local Primary Schools to listen to
young children reading to them, under supervision by the qualified teachers. This is
a good start, and we hope to do more in future, for example in Assemblies, or
“Open the Book”.
3. Social Get Togethers
We’ve decided to take these forward by developing ‘specialist’ areas where people
can participate in socials of their choice. For example, there are some who would
like to lead walks around the area – as a keen Walker I think this is a great idea! Or
we could run occasional Quiz or Skittle Nights when leaders offer to run these.
Please let us know if you would support any of these areas by joining in or leading.
4. Café / Messy Church
We are trying to expand our network of Café Churches beyond Black Torrington
(monthly) and Clawton (bimonthly). Ashwater are attempting to start these on an
experimental basis. Their first one will be 9.30am on 8 May. But we need help to
organise this – so please get in touch with me to discuss how you might do so!
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MAY BULLETIN DEADLINE: 15TH APRIL
Please send any details of services, events or fundraisers
you want publicised, or any contributions – articles,
images, poems etc. to Kay by this date
ANYTHING NOT RECEIVED BY THE 15TH WILL NOT BE IN
THE MAY BULLETIN
zena.napier@gmail.com or 01409 221321
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Three Cheers for Jesus
Matthew 21:8-15; John 19:1-5, Matthew 27: 35-44
Three cheers for Jesus!
He comes to be our king,
He’ll overthrow the tyrants,
and wealth and freedom bring.
He’ll outlaw every evil –
all pain and fear and greed,
He’ll take over the government
and meet our every need.

No cheers for Jesus,
He’s surely not our king.
They’ve nailed him to a wooden
cross
while people laugh and sing.
The one we thought would save
us
they curse and wound and kill.
Our hopes and expectations
die with him on that hill.

Two cheers for Jesus.
He claims to be our king,
but he’s striding through
the Temple
and upsetting everything.
He’s scattering our profits
and the businesses we’ve made;
is he really fit to rule us
if he spoils our holy trade?

Now heaven cheers for Jesus.
The world has had its say;
and God has raised him from the
dead –
there dawns another day.
Disciples stand bewildered
beside an empty grave,
but soon they will be cheering
too
for the Christ who came to save.

One cheer for Jesus,
He came to be our king,
but now he stands on trial,
red with the whip’s sharp sting.
With crown of thorns they mock
him,
scorned by official power.
He’s helpless with authority;
this cannot be his hour.
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